
Kevin Smith

Math isn’t



kevindsmith.org/math-is-not-yucky

http://www.kevindsmith.org/math-is-not-yucky.html


Challenge
1. Do any of the games/activities in your class 

(or with your kids at home). 

2. Tell me what you did and how it went. 
Kevin.Smith@dsu.edu 

3. I’ll send you a sticker!

mailto:kevin.Smith@dsu.edu


I teach future teachers about 
math and tech at DSU.



High School 
Math Teacher

Instructional 
Designer

College 
Faculty



There are a lot of people 
that don’t like math!

Why? 

Share what you think i
n the chat.



How do we help 
students enjoy math?
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Math Games & Activities



Math Games & Activities

1 
Genius Star

2 
Digit Party

3 
Tiled Area 
Questions

4 
All Ten

5 
Folding Nets

6 
Don’t Break 

the Bank

7 
Factris

8 
Balance the 

Scale

9 
Guess my rule

2025



Math Games & Activities

1 
Solve Me 
Mobiles

2 
Solve Me 

Mystery Grid

3 
Cube 

Conversations

4 
All Ten

5 
Nerdle

6 
Area Maze

7 
Ultimate 

Tic Tac Toe

8 
Pips

9 
Hex



1 Solve Me Mobiles



https://solveme.edc.org/mobiles/


Why?
‣ Low floor - high ceiling 

‣ Algebraic thinking 

‣ Problem solving

< Back



2 Mystery Grid



https://solveme.edc.org/mysterygrid/


‣ It’s fun! 

‣ Low floor - high ceiling 

‣ Problem solving & reasoning 

‣ Practice with operations 

< Back

Why?



3Cube Conversations



https://stevewyborney.com/2017/12/cube-conversations/


‣ Generates great conversations 

‣ Counting, addition, multiplication 

‣ Encourages students to think 
have conversations about the 
different ways to find the answer

< Back

Why?



4 All Ten



https://beastacademy.com/all-ten


‣ It’s fun and challenging! 

‣ Operations 

‣ Problem solving 

‣ Perseverance

< Back

Why?



5 Nerdle



https://nerdlegame.com/


‣ It’s challenging! 

‣ Could be used as a challenging task 
for two people 

‣ Helps with operations 

‣ Different levels

< Back

Why?



6 Area Maze



https://amzn.to/3RIGnA5


‣ Area, multiplication 

‣ Challenging 

‣ Problem solving 

‣ Can be played as an entire class or in 
small groups.

< Back

Why?



7Ultimate Tic Tac Toe



https://michaelxing.com/UltimateTTT/v3/ai/?ez


Why?
‣ It’s really fun! 

‣ Helps students with strategy 

‣ Makes students think!

< Back



8 Pips



https://www.nytimes.com/games/pips


Why?
‣ It’s fun! 

‣ Mathematic reasoning, logic 

‣ Problem solving 

‣ Perseverance

< Back



9 Hex



https://geometricmedia.com/hex.html


Why?
‣ It’s fun! 

‣ Strategy 

‣ Mathematical reasoning

< Back



What the research says…

Increase engagement and motivation 

Improve attitudes toward mathematics 

Support problem-solving skills 

Develop reasoning and higher-order thinking 

Encourage perseverance and productive 
struggle 

Lead to modest gains in mathematics 
achievement when aligned to learning goals



The goal isn't to make math entertaining. 

The goal is to create classrooms where 
students are curious, willing to take risks, and 
excited to think. Games and puzzles are one 

way we can create those conditions.



Challenge

1. Do any of the games/activities in your 
class (or with your kids at home). 

2. Tell me what you did and how it went. 
Kevin.Smith@dsu.edu 

3. I’ll send you a sticker!

mailto:kevin.Smith@dsu.edu


dsu.edu/teachcamp

Teach Camp 
Friday, June 5



dsu.edu/cybercamp

Cyber Camp for Teachers 
Friday, June 12

http://dsu.edu/cybercamp


Kevin Smith
kevindsmith.org/math-is-not-yucky

Kevin.Smith@dsu.edu

http://www.kevindsmith.org/math-is-not-yucky.html
mailto:kevin.Smith@dsu.edu

